
How to Add an FGDL Map Service 
Connection in QGIS 3.x 
 

From the FGDL Data Catalog, search for a layer of interest and select the Map service icon. 

 

The image below shows an example of the FGDL Current Data Catalog webpage. A red box is 

drawn around the layer named, GC_PARKSBND_NOV21. On the far-right side of the page the 

layer’s Map Service image icon is highlighted by a red box. 

 

 

 

After the Map service icon is clicked, the layer’s ArcGIS REST Services Directory will open 

in a browser. As displayed in the following image. 

 

 
 

In the following example, we will be using the URL in the browser address shown below, to add 

this individual layer to your map. 

 
 

 

https://aquarius.at.geoplan.ufl.edu/arcgis/rest/services/etdm_services/SCE_Polys/MapServer/6


Navigate one level up in the ArcGIS REST Services Directory to view the information for the 

map server that the feature layer belongs to, as displayed in the following image. 

 

 
 

Notice in the image below, that the feature layer has an ID number (6), and is one among 

several feature layers in the map server. The URL of the map server will be used to connect to 

the feature layer in a later step. Keep this tab open for now. 

 

 
 

 

  



Next, launch the QGIS application, and open a new project and go to Layer >> Add Layer >> 

Add ArcGIS REST Server Layer. As displayed in the following image. 

 

 
 

To create a new connection, give the server connection a name and copy and paste the map 

server URL (from Step 4 above) into the URL field. Next, click OK, as shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



From the server connections menu, select the connection and click Connect. As displayed in the 

following image. 

 

 
 

 

Select the layer of interest in the map server connection and click Add to add them to the map, as 

shown below. 

 



The layer will then be added to the map, as shown in the image below. 

 

 
 

 

Please Note: Content in this document has been reviewed for accessibility, however, if you run 

into any issues with this document’s accessibility, please notify the UF GeoPlan Center so that 

we can make appropriate adjustments. 

 


